Background information on the Sullivan brothers.





Over sixty years have now passed since the deaths of the five heroic Sullivan brothers of Waterloo, Iowa. All five enlisted in the Navy and requested permission to be stationed together. With permission granted by the Navy Department, the brothers were eventually assigned to the cruiser USS JUNEAU (CL 52) in the South Pacific. Defending our liberty and freedom in 1942, the brothers paid the ultimate price in the Battle of Guadalcanal when a Japanese torpedo sank JUNEAU.





The brother's legacy of patriotism, service and sacrifice can still be seen in the eyes and through the examples of today's sailors aboard its namesake.





Part of this two�month deployment is the unique opportunity for the ship to visit Castletownbere, Ireland, where the original Sullivan family immigrated from in 1850. Joining the ship and its crew in Ireland will be several members of the Sullivan family travelling from Iowa, including Kelly Sullivan Loughren, the ship sponsor and granddaughter of Albert Sullivan. 





�end�-
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USS THE SULLIVANS (DDG 68) is named in honor of five heroic brothers from Waterloo, Iowa, who served together on USS JUNEAU (CL � 52) during World War 11. The Sullivan brothers: George 28; Francis, 27; Joseph, 24; Madison, 23; and Albert, 20; lost their lives during the Battle of Guadalcanal on November 13, 1942.





In the aftermath of Juneau's loss, the Navy notified Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Sullivan that all five of their sons were missing in action. Two of the brothers had served previous four�year enlistments in the Navy and so, when all five brothers enlisted together on January 3, 1942, the Navy was the obvious choice. They had also insisted on serving together on the same ship. Although the accepted Navy policy was to separate family members, the brothers had persisted and their request was approved. Since their loss, much confusion has resulted from the many myths surrounding both the Sullivan brothers and the Navy's policy regarding family members serving together at sea.





The brothers received the Purple Heart Medal posthumously and were entitled to the American Defence Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; Asiatic�Pacific Campaign Medal with four engagement stars and the World War 11 Victory Medal. They had also earned the Good Conduct Medal.





The brothers were survived by their parents, Mr. Thomas F. Sullivan and Mrs. Alleta Sullivan, a sister, Genevieve Sullivan, and by Albert Leo Sullivan's wife, Katherine Mary Sullivan. Their son, James Thomas, was twenty�two months old at the time of his father's death.





The first USS THE SULLIVANS, was christened on April 4, 1943 by Mrs. Alleta Sullivan. Commissioned in September 1943, the ship arrived in Pearl Harbor in December 1943 and was immediately assigned to the Pacific Theatre.





"We Stick Together" is the ship's motto and is stitched in gold lettering on the back of the ship's ball caps. It is also a way of life as to how today's Sailors work together. It's teamwork, determination and hard work taught to many Sailors years ago through the sacrifices made by this proud Irish�American family from Waterloo, Iowa.
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USS THE SULLIVANS (DDG 68) was commissioned in on April 19,1997. It is an Arleigh Burke class destroyer. These are fast warships that can provide multi�mission offensive and defensive capabilities, and can operate independently or as part of carrier battle groups, surface action groups, amphibious ready groups, and underway replenishment groups.





Destroyers and guided missile destroyers operate in support of carrier battle groups, surface action groups, amphibious groups and replenishment groups. Destroyers primarily perform anti�submarine warfare duty while guided missile destroyers are multi-mission [Anti�Air Warfare (AAW), Anti�Submarine Warfare (ASW), and Anti�Surface Warfare (ASUW)l surface combatants.





Technological advances have improved the capability of modem destroyers culminating in the Arleigh Burke class. Like the larger Ticonderoga class cruises, USS THE SULLIVANS combat systems centre on the Aegis combat system. The AEGIS Weapon System, Command and Decision System, and Weapons Control System combine to form the nucleus of the ship's Combat Information Centre (CIC).





General Characteristics, USS THE SULLIVANS (DDG 68)


Keel Laid: June 14, 1993


Builders: Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine


Commissioned: April 19, 1997 at Staten Island, New York.


Propulsion system: four General Electric LM 2500 gas turbine engines


Propellers: two


Blades on each Propeller: five


Length: 505,25 feet (154 meters)


Beam: 67 feet (20.4 meters)


Draft: 30,5 feet (9.3 meters)


Displacement: approx. 8.300 tons full load


Speed: 30+ knots


Aircraft: None. But LAMPS 3 electronics installed on loading deck for coordinated


DDG/helicopter ASW operations.


Homeport: Mayport, Fla. Crew: 23 Officers, 24 Chief Petty Officers and 291 Enlisted


