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New RNLI Lifeboat Arrives!
After many months of preparations, sea trials, and crew training, Castletownbere’s brand new €3 million lifeboat arrived in style on Bank Holiday Monday last.
Huge Turnout

The people of Castletownbere and surrounding areas turned out in huge numbers to welcome the new lifeboat. There were well over fifty boats on the water to make up a flotilla to accompany the newly arrived vessel. Many of the bigger trawlers had upwards of fifty people on board waving and cheering to welcome this state of the art rescue vessel. Similarly hundreds of spectators on the pier waited and gave huge applause when the boat arrived at just after five o’clock, accompanied by the retiring Arun class lifeboat “Murray Lornie”. |Former Coxswain and present Lifeboat Operations Manager, Mr Tony O’Sullivan, said “ It was a wonderful reception when the lifeboat arrived – we are grateful to all who came out to make this a very memorable day for the lifeboat and for Castletownbere”.
The “Annette Hutton”

The new Severn class lifeboat is 17 metres in length and is the 44th vessel of this class to be built. She had a top speed of 25 knots and has a crew of six. She was built in Berthon Boatyard in Lymington at a total cost of just under €3 million and is to be named Annette Hutton in honour of a Dublin woman whose bequest funded the boat. Ms Hutton had no connection with the sea bur greatly admired the voluntary ethos of the lifeboat service. The formal naming ceremony has been provisionally set for Saturday 9th October 2004.

From England

After completing a week’s training at the new Lifeboat College in Poole, Dorset, five lifeboat crew brought the boat back to Ireland stopping at Weymouth, Falmouth, and Baltimore. The crew continued training during this passage home and were accompanied by the Inspector of Lifeboats for Ireland, Mr Colin Williams, and the Deputy Divisional Engineer, Mr David Murrin.
Rescue on the Way

Just after the lifeboat had berthed in Baltimore on, a mayday was received stating that tow people were in the water off Galley Head after their boat had just sunk. The “Annette Hutton” was immediately launched as was Baltimore Lifeboat. 40 minutes later the “Annette Hutton” arrived on scene just as the two people were being lifted out of the water. Commenting on events, Lifeboat Inspector Colin Williams stated – “It was an excellent opportunity for the crew to use its new lifeboat in a real emergency and all went very well. In addition, incidents such as this one illustrate the importance of wearing lifejackets. Lifejackets were a key factor in these two people surviving”.

Crew Training

The new lifeboat will be placed on station as soon as all crew have received full training. Some crew have already been to the Lifeboat College in Poole and the remainder will be trained here on station. Deputy Divisional Inspector, Mr Owen Medland will remain in Castletownbere until training is complete. It is expected that the “Annette Hutton” will go on station at the end of this week and the Arun class “Murray Lornie” will leave Castletownbere and become part of the relief fleet of the RNLI.
NOTES FOR EDITORS

1.  For further information contact Paul Stevens on
086-  6015110

2.  Archive photographs by e-mail by request.
3.  We would greatly appreciate if you could mention         “Castletownbere Lifeboat” and “RNLI” in your article.




   








Castletownbere Lifeboat Station was established in 1997 and has responded to more than 100 emergency calls, and 20 calls in 2004.





A new €3 million faster Severn class lifeboat named the “Annette Hutton” arrived in Castletownbere on August 2nd, 2004





The RNLI is a registered charity, which saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 50 miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





There are 42 lifeboat stations around the island of Ireland including two on evaluation.





The RNLI depends entirely on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.











Vision





To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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