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RESCUE  SERVICES  RESPOND
The RNLI Castletownbere based lifeboat “Murray Lornie” was part of a sea search involving the lifeboat, Sea rescue helicopter and Bantry Inshore Rescue off the coast of West Cork on Thursday evening last.
Valentia Coastguard radio set in motion an air sea search when a signal was received from an emergency beacon known as an E.P.I.R.B.  These beacons are carried by boats and are activated automatically in an emergency such as a boat sinking. The coastguard had received confirmation that such a beacon had been activated on board a Maltese registered fishing boat on the coastline at Adrigole about ten miles east of Castletownbere.
Castletownbere lifeboat, under 2nd Coxswain Michael Martin Sullivan, with crew B. Gonnelly, P. Stevens, M.T. O’Donoghue, M. Cronin, G. Downing, & D. Morsley launched immediately and was on scene in just under forty minutes. The lifeboat, the Shannon-based rescue helicopter, and some local boats carried out an extensive search of the area of the area which revealed nothing. Subsequently, the Coastguard confirmed that the vessel had been located safely in another location and all search and rescue services were stood down. 

Coxswain Michael Martin Sullivan stated, “EPIRBS are a vital piece of emergency equipment on board boats. In occasional instances, there accuracy can be slightly off. However, the lifeboat will always respond to a reported distress to undertake a rescue if required”
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Notes for Editors
1.    For further information contact Paul Stevens on 086-6015110

2.   Archive photographs of lifeboat available by e-mail.



Castletownbere Lifeboat


Is the Arun  class  RNLB “Murray Lornie”





Since being established in 1997, Castletownbere has responded to over 100 emergencies. Castletownbere Lifeboat has already responded to 14 call-outs this year. 





A new €3 million Severn class lifeboat “Annette Hutton” has been  built and is due to be placed on station in Castletownbere in August 2004.   


 


The RNLI is a registered charity, which saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 50 miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





There are 42 lifeboat stations around the island of Ireland including two on evaluation.





The RNLI depends entirely on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.





Vision


To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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