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 Sinking Fishing Boat Assisted
The RNLI Castletownbere based lifeboat “Murray Lornie” assisted a sinking vessel off the coast of West Cork to safety yesterday afternoon.
The 36’ wooden fishing vessel “Marie Eileen”, with a two fishermen aboard, started taking water and had pump failure west of Sheep’s Head in West Cork  yesterday afternoon. The vessel requested assistance from Valentia Radio and the Castletownbere lifeboat was immediately tasked. 
Castletownbere lifeboat, under coxswain Brian O’Driscoll, Michael Martin-Sullivan, Brendan Gonnelly, Paddy O’Conor, Dan Murphy, Una Ni Charra, Lilly Zwann, and Darren Morsley was launched at 3.20 p.m. and located the casualty 50 minutes later in poor visibility and south easterly force 3/4 winds just north of Sheep’s Head.
 Fortunately by the time the lifeboat arrived, the vessel had managed to restart her pumps and was by then out of immediate  danger. However, the lifeboat stood by and accompanied the vessel to safety until she tied up at Gieries Pier in Bantry Bay
Coxswain Brian O’Driscoll stated, “While the vessel was out of critical danger at our arrival, the lifeboat accompanied the vessel to safety as a precautionary measure.”
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Friday 28th May 2004. 11.30 a.m. 
      Notes for Editors
1. For further information contact Paul Stevens on 086-6015110

2. Archive photographs of lifeboat available by e-mail.




Castletownbere Lifeboat


Is the Arun  class  RNLB “Murray Lornie”





Since being established in 1997, Castletownbere has responded to over 100 emergencies.





A new €3 million Severn class lifeboat “Annette Hutton” is currently being built and is due to be placed on station in Castletownbere later this year.   


 


The RNLI is a registered charity, which saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 50 miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





There are 42 lifeboat stations around the island of Ireland including two on evaluation.





The RNLI depends entirely on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.


Vision





To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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