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Ill Man brought ashore from German Research Vessel

The RNLI all weather lifeboat from Castletownbere brought ashore an seriously ill Austrian crewman from the Hamburg registered marine research vessel the “R.V. Meteor” late last evening.

An Austrian marine Systems Manager in this early thirties was reported to need urgent medical attention when the ship’s doctor contacted Valentia Coastguard Radio yesterday evening. The vessel, with a crew of sixty, had been engaged in research some eighty miles west of Mizen Head when the alarm was raised.
Castletownbere lifeboat, under Coxswain Brian O’Driscoll, launched at 9.15 p.m. and the “R.V. Meteor” met with the lifeboat two miles south west of Blackball Head. The lifeboat came alongside the research vessel in calm conditions and the casualty was quickly transferred and taken to Castletownbere pier to an awaiting ambulance. He was immediately transferred to Cork University Hospital for further treatment.
The master of the vessel, Capt. Neils Jakobi, thanked the lifeboat crew for “their professional assistance and quick response to the emergency”. This is the fifth successful medical evacuation for Castletownbere lifeboat so far this year.
ENDS        Friday 14th May 2004  12.25 a.m.
1.  For further information contact Paul Stevens on 086-6015110

2.  Coxswain: Brian O’Driscoll. Crew: Brendan Gonnelly Paddy O’Conor, Dan Murphy, Philip O’Driscoll , Paul Stevens, Una Ni Charra, & Lili Zwann.



   








Castletownbere Lifeboat Station was established in 1997 and has responded to more than 100 emergency calls.





A new €3 million faster Severn class is currently is being built for Castletownbere. She will be named the “Annette Hutton” and will be delivered in summer 2004.





The RNLI is a registered charity, which saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 50 miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





There are 42 lifeboat stations around the island of Ireland including two on evaluation.





The RNLI depends entirely on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.











Vision





To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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