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New Lifeboat assists vessel 

in difficulties
Castletownbere’s new Severn class lifeboat “Annette Hutton” was called to assist a vessel taking water off Mizen Head this evening.

The lifeboat was undertaking training exercises this afternoon prior to officially being placed on service when it was called upon to assist a vessel which was on passage to Newlyn in Cornwall. Coxswain B. O’Driscoll, and crew B. Gonnelly, M. Martin Sullivan Snr, A. Sparrow, M. Cronin, M. O’Sullivan, J.T. O’Sullivan Jnr, N. Healy-Potter were engaged in training exercises off Dursey Island when Valentia Coastguard Radio tasked them at 6.10. p.m. to assist immediately. Also on board the lifeboat were Mr O. Medland Deputy Divisional Inspector and Mr M. Carmody Deputy Divisional Engineer.
 Within 20 minutes the 25 metre vessel, with three persons on board, was located one and half miles south of Mizen Head in moderate seas with south easterly force 4/5 wind. Lifeboat crew member M. Cronin was transferred onto the vessel with a salvage pump. The lifeboat stood by until the difficulties with the vessel’s pumping machinery were resolved. Once it was clear that the emergency was over, the vessel then made for Baltimore and Castletownbere lifeboat was back in port by 8.40 p.m.
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

1.  For further information contact Paul Stevens on
086-  6015110

2.  Archive photographs by e-mail by request.
3.  We would greatly appreciate if you could mention         “Castletownbere Lifeboat” and “RNLI” in your article.




   








Castletownbere Lifeboat Station was established in 1997 and has responded to more than 100 emergency calls. In 2004, the lifeboat has already responded to 20 calls.





A new €3 million faster Severn class “Annette Hutton” arrived on 2nd August. Official naming ceremony 9th October 2004.





The RNLI is a registered charity, which saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 50 miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





There are 42 lifeboat stations around the island of Ireland including two on evaluation.





The RNLI depends entirely on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.











Vision





To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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