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Busy Week for Lifeboat
Castletownbere Lifeboat Station has been very busy in recent weeks.
Boat in Trouble

On Saturday week last, the lifeboat, under command of Emergency Coxswain M. Murphy, and crew M. O’Donoghue, M. Martin-Sullivan Jnr, J. O’Sullivan Jnr, & D. Morsley, was tasked to locate a small boat which had broken down north of the Dursey Sound. The lifeboat launched and 2.26 p.m. but was stood down forty minutes later when Derrynane Inshore Rescue Boat had taken the stricken boat in tow.

Wreath-Laying Ceremony

The following day the annual Fishermen’s Mass was celebrated on the pier and after Mass the lifeboat was involved in a wreath laying ceremony at the harbour’s mouth to commemorate all those lost at sea. The lifeboat crew took local clergy Fr Sean O Shea, Fr Cathal Moriarty, and visiting Rector Rev. Nigel Dunne and members of Mna Na Mara, Mrs Moira Cameron-Lunny, Mrs Rosemary O’Driscoll and Mrs Peggy O’Neill on board. Also present was Mrs Cathy Sinnott M.E.P.. As in previous years, a wreath was placed in the sea   after  the recitation of prayers.
Ill Spanish Fisherman
On Tuesday the lifeboat responded to a call for a medivac from the Fleetwood registered trawler “Idena”. The lifeboat under command of Cox B. O’Driscoll and crew M. Martin-Sullivan Snr, M. O’Sullivan, P. O’Conor, M. Cronin, M. Martin-Sullivan Jnr, and D. Murphy, launched at 11.58 p.m. and met the vessel just outside Ardnakinna lighthouse. The ill Spanish fisherman  was transferred in calm conditions and the lifeboat brought him to an awaiting doctor in Castletown.
Bere Island Regatta

The brand new Severn class lifeboat “ Annette Hutton” made its debut appearance at the Bere Island Regatta on Saturday last. Due to tidal restrictions the lifeboat was unable to berth but anchored just of the quay and a considerable number of visitors came out in small boats to board the lifeboat. All those who came aboard were impressed with the new boat.
Bere Island Theatre Troupe

During the regatta, Mrs Carol Murphy, Treasurer, Bere Island Theatre Troupe, made a presentation to the lifeboat crew. The Troupe had performed the play “The Tinker’s Wedding” the previous evening and the proceeds of €500 were presented to Castletownbere Lifeboat. Lifeboat Fundraising Secretary, Mr Joe Turner, expressed his gratitude to the Troupe for its generosity towards the lifeboat.

Yacht in Trouble

Shortly after leaving the Bere Island Regatta, Castletownbere Lifeboat was tasked to assist a yacht which had experienced engine failure on its voyage from the Azores to Crosshaven. The 45’ steel yacht “Pegasus”, with four persons on board, requested help as weather conditions deteriorated. The lifeboat located the yacht at 6.15 p.m. two miles west of Ardnakinna in south easterly 
force 5/6 winds. The yacht was immediately taken in tow and brought to Castletownbere inner harbour where the lifeboat stood by until “Pegasus” was anchored.
Open Day for New Lifeboat

This year’s annual open will be special because members of the public will have an opportunity to board Castletownbere’s brand new lifeboat the “Annette Hutton”. The boat will be berthed at the eastern end of the pier from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Saturday next 14th August 2004. All are welcome.

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1.  For further information contact Paul Stevens on
086-  6015110

2.  Archive photographs by e-mail by request.
3.  We would greatly appreciate if you could mention         “Castletownbere Lifeboat” and “RNLI” in your article.




   








Castletownbere Lifeboat Station was established in 1997 and has responded to more than 100 emergency calls, and 20 calls in 2004.





A new €3 million faster Severn class lifeboat named the “Annette Hutton” arrived in Castletownbere on August 2nd, 2004





The RNLI is a registered charity, which saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 50 miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





There are 42 lifeboat stations around the island of Ireland including two on evaluation.





The RNLI depends entirely on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.











Vision





To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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